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itself remove these doubts. The appointment would not
in principle affect the questions between the Court and
the Council, though it might, so far as Impey individually
was concerned, " prevent their clashing for a time." The
appointment of the Chief Justice was opposed to the
spirit of the Regulating Act, and might introduce English
law and English lawyers into Mofussil litigation and put
him in a position which "might too much hide the
Government from the eye of the natives."

Francis objected that the proposed appointment would
be and be understood as "a direct contradiction or cle-
" sertion of everything we said and did in the case of the
"Rajah of Cossijurah," and would be so understood by the
natives. " In fact," he added, " if it was not intended to
" reinstate the Court in the exercise of the jurisdiction
" which it had claimed, and which we had resisted, it is
" probable they would think that some greater evil was to
" befall them." He argued at length against mixing up
the duties of a Court of Appeal with those of a Board of
supermtendeiicy. He said that the appointment would
give the Chief Justice control over the rights of the
Company, as, in his capacity of Judge of the Sudder
Diwani Adalat, he would be able to submit to the
Supreme Court in cases in which the Council on their
principles would resist. Besides, the other Judges of
the Supreme Court would retain all their powers, and
" as the two puisne judges cannot but feel themselves
" wounded by this partial selection of the Chief Justice,
" and the preference given to his superior qualifications,
"we ought not to offer them such cause of offence."
Moreover, the appointment would place the Chief Justice
in an inconsistent position. He might do some act, as
Judge of the Diwani Court, which would subject him to